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Photograph 26. Stacked window openings
in Building 18.
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Photograph 27. Stacked openings in belfry
of Building 94.

36



ilding 4.

20 of Bu

ing

. Curved entrance at W

graph 28

Photo



S

Curved entrance to

17

ilding

Photograph 29

Bu



e
=
S

a

4

ircase in Building

1sta

ira

Sp

Photograph 30

g 16.

Idin

i

Moderne form in Bu

ine

Streaml

Photograph 31

39



Finally, a common concrete element, utilized throughout the historic district, is a concrete planter
or solid concrete element in the shape of a planter, situated in most instances at the principal
entry of a building. The planters at Building 1 are arguably the most attractive, as shown in
Photograph 11. In the arcades of Buildings 2 and 4, planter boxes are integrated with concrete
seating areas, as shown in Photograph 17.

To summarize regarding the major character-defining elements in the Administrative Core,
special attention should be paid to:

e Continuous horizontal concrete bands, or quoin like elements, used in wall panels separating
windows.

Columns, all oval in shape.

Cast stone ornamental figures.

“Stacked” features, usually windows.

Curved concrete canopies.

Curved concrete entry elements.

Spiral staircases.

Concrete planters.

Concrete benches.

Design review considerations for these features and elements include:

e The major concrete features -- especially the oval columns, arcades, and quoin-like features -
- are structurally integrated and should survive any proposed re-use work. The only
consideration in design review has to do with paint schemes for these features. The Navy
approach of contrasting paint colors for these elements appears to work well, highlighting the
horizontal effect of the quoins and vertical emphasis of the columns.

e The cast stone figures should be regarded as objects d’art and protected under any type of re-
use.

e The “stacked” features, especially those on Building 17, are major character-defining
elements and should be protected in any re-use work.

e The spiral staircases in Buildings 2 and 4 are major elements of the historic district and
should be treated appropriately.

e Lesser concrete elements -- planter boxes, seating, concrete canopies, and so forth --
collectively help define the historic district and should be given careful consideration under
design review.

3.2. Character-Defining Elements of Building 1

Building 1 was the functional core of the base and was prominently sited; it is the first building
to be seen from the historic gate house. For this reason, it was made into the showplace for the
architectural theme of the base. Building 1 includes nearly all of the character-defining elements
mentioned earlier, many of which have been illustrated in photographs. These include:
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Horizontal orientation with strong vertical emphasis in the entry pavilion (see Photograph 2).
Horizontal concrete bands, or quoins.

Curved planter boxes and concrete barriers at doorways.

Curved concrete canopies.

Five-light original doors (See Photograph 11).

Some original two-over-two double-hung wooden windows and appropriate aluminum
double-hung replacement windows.

e Stacked windows and cast-stone ornamentation at entry pavilion (see Photograph 24).

3.3. Character-Defining Elements of Buildings 2, 3, and 4 (also Building 63 and 193)

Buildings 2, 3, and 4 are best considered as a single entity. The buildings are united structurally
via a massive arcade, which runs nearly the length of Buildings 2 and 4 and across the front of
Building 3. Buildings 65 and 193 are relatively minor appendages to Building 3. This group of
buildings arguably includes the best that the NAS Alameda Historic District has to offer.
Virtually all character-defining elements found within the Administrative Core generally may be
seen on these buildings.

Among the key character-defining elements are:

e Strong horizontal orientation with vertical elements for emphasis. The key vertical elements
include the stairwells at the eastern end of Buildings 2 and 4, and the tall columns at the
facade of Building 3.

¢ Quoin-like features.

Cast stone figures, including the Pegasus figures at Buildings 2 and 4 and the eagle figures at

the entrance to Building 3.

Many original two-over-two double-hung wooden sash on the second story of Building 2.

Sympathetic aluminum two-over-two double-hung sash in Buildings 2 and 4.

Steel sash in Building 3.

Three-light wooden doors.

Oval columns and long arcade.

Concrete planters and seating area.

34 Character—Deﬁning Elements of Building 16.

Building 16 is a large U-shaped, two-story, flat-roofed concrete building, located immediately
east of the Administration Building. It is characteristic of the general horizontal orientation of
the buildings in the Administrative Core. More than any other building in the district, however,
it typifies the sweeping curved concrete surfaces of the Streamline Modermne style; as noted, it is
the most pure example of Streamline Moderne within the historic district. Character-defining
elements include:
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